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Worship Service Will Open WCC Third Assembly 

(Geneva) - A service of worship and thanksgiving will inaugurate the Third 
Assembly of the World Council of Churches, New Delhi, India, November 18 - 
December 6. 


The more than 1,000 leaders of the Protestant, Anglican, and Orthodox 
communions from more than 50 countries will gather on Sunday morning, 
November 19, for the opening event of the eighteen-day Assembly, the first 
major meeting of the Christian churches ever held in Asia, 


The service will be held in a huge tent or "Shamiana" to be erected 
especially for the service and for the several other Assembly events which 
will be open to the public. It will open with a procession of the 625 
official Assembly delegates led by the World Council's five presidents, 
and Dr. Christian Baeta, of Ghana, chairman of the International Missionary 
Council. 


Dr. U Ba Hymin, Rangoon, of the Burma Baptist Convention, will preach 
the sermon and Dr. Baeta will lead the act of thanksgiving. The Council's 
five presidents will also participate in the service. Hymns with Indian 
Christian lyrics will be sung during the service. 
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Several other services are also scheduled during the Assembly. On 
Sunday, November 26, the Church of India, Pakistan, Burma and Ceylon, will 
be the host at an Anglican service of communion which will be open to all 
baptized communicant members of * ; World Council's 175 member churches, 
The Rt. Rev. Lakdasa de Mel, Bishop of Kurunagala, Ceylon, will preach, 

The celebrant will be the Rt. Rev. Frederick R. Willis, Anglican Bishop of 
New Delhi. This service also will be held in the "Shamiana", 


The communion service will be preceded by a service of preparation 
on Saturday evening, November 25, at which the speaker will be Dr. Douglas 
Horton, of the United Church of Christ, (USA), Dean of Harvard Divinity 
School. 


Time has also been provided on the Assembly schedule for services of 
Holy Communion for various other communions. -These will include the 
GCelevration of the Holy Liturgy of the Syrian Orthodox Church, and ofmire 
Greek Orthodox Church, and the Holy Communion service of the Lutheran Church. 


On the third Sunday of the Assembly, December 3, delegates will wor- 
Ship with congregations in New Delhi churches. The closing service will 
be held on Tuesday, December 5, in the"Shamiana". Plans for this will be 
announced later. 


On weekdays during the Assembly worship services will alternate with 
Bible study before morning plenary sessions. Evening prayers are also 
scheduled at the conclusion of the day. 


Leaders of the Bible study scheduled on six mornings will bes Dr. Paul 
Minear, director of the World Council's Commission on Faith and Order3 
Dr. Martin Niemodller, president of the Evangelical Church of Lessen-Nassau, 
Germany; and the Rev. Dr. T. Paul Verghese, Kerala, India, of the Indian 
Uethodox. Church, 


For the Bible study Assembly participants will be divided into the 
same three groups as for the three Sections in which they will study the 
Assembly themes - "Witness", "Service", and "Unity". 


Texts of the Bible study will be based upon the Assembly's preparatory 
study booklet "Jesus Christ - The Light of the World", of which more than 
half a million copies in 44 languages have now been sold. 


(ae form of the Bible study will follow a line unusual for such ears. 
gatherings. Rather than a lecture-type presentation, the study will open 
with an introduction to the day's text by the leader including one or two 
questions for reflection. There will then be ten minutes of silence and 
meditation, followed by comments and questions, and a summary by the leadur. 

EPS, Geneva 


Dr. Coggan Enthroned as Archbishop of York 


(York) - Dr. Frederick Donald Coggan has been enthroned as eighty-eighth 
Archbishop of York at a ceremony at York Minster, England, witnessed by a 
congregavion of 4,000 including 24 bishops and 300 clergy and civie Leadgeres 


The 52-year-old former Bishop of Bradford in his enthronement sermon 
appealed for a fresh understanding of the Gospel and a more international 
outlook by churchgoers. 


"The colour bar and race distinction", he said, "make no sense when 
tiewimaetcations of the Gospel are considered. it is much more importanyg 
that tae Christian task should be got on with in Africa than that my parish 
echureh should have a new luxury organ. 
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"It is urgent that the Church should make her influence felt to help 
the three to five hundred million people who go hungry even in normal 
times, even though this may mean sacrifice and a new pattern of church 
life here at home", he added. 


i deligve 2t is ior the Church to get its priorities right, to tare 
a fresh look at its programmes of activities, to see whether year by year 
a fresh supply of men and women is being produced who know their faith and 
why they hold it and who can put that faith across in simple terms 
relevant to the situation in which they earn their living. Many organiza- 
tions which now occupy much time and energy in our churches could well die 
a comely death," LPS, Geneva 


Church-State Co-operation Asked 


(Bonn) - Co-operation between the West German government and the churches 
in aiding underdeveloped countries has been advocated in a publication 
issued by a commission of the Christian Democratic Union, 


The publication said that while State and Church aid programmes should 
be separated in principle, this does not mean a complete isolation of their 
respective projects. It said churches should not reject state help fon 
heir own programmes, provided it is used only for economic and social 


Projects In countries not objecting to such activities. 


Such aid, it emphasized, would not interfere with the churches! 
independence in carrying on their work. 


The publication which outlined the overseas assistance policies of 
the CDU, noted that there are numerous humanitarian tasks in underdeveloped 
countries which the churches have not been able to undertake because of 
Pace oLMiunds . 


The German Protestant Missionary Council previously had gone on record 
in opposition to such a proposal. A statement issued by the Council last 
February, said that aid given in underdeveloped areas should be given 
from state to state or from church to church, because "the nature of the 
church on t’. one hand and the state on the other excludes the possibility 
of channeling «tate aid through church auspices". PS, Geneva 


Northern nthodesian Conference Called Off 


4 


(Lusaka, Northern Rhodesia) ~ A proposed conference under auspices of the 
Chrietian Council of Northern Rhodesia, to press for alterations in the 
territory's Constitution, has been called off for lack of support. 


The Council had sent invitations to nearly thirty leading organizations 
urging that the conference be held as soon as possible because of the 
Winereasingly serious situation". 


It was learned last week that of the five political parties approached 


only the Liberal Party was willing to confer, although others gave indica- 
eae 


tton, of their approval and support. In many ‘cases, however, it was) noved 
that political groups were prohibited from conferring by their constitutions. 
Organizations which had been asked to participate, in addition to the 
Main polivical parties, ancluded trade union groups, those of farmers, 
Asians and Coloureds, and the Confereration of Employers. Bes, Geneva 
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Dr. Pry Challenges Critics Within Church 


(Chicago) - Dr. Pranklin Clark Fry, New York, president of the United 
Lutheran Church in America, has told a meeting here that people within the 


Church who "blacken its name" are seeking to compensate for their own 
Spiritual emptiness, 


The Lutheran leader, who is also chairman of the Central Committee of 
the World Council of Churches, in an address to a meeting of United Lutheran 
Church Women, declared that "the Church, like Christians in it, must guard 
against being twisted into a mood of derogation, of which we have altogether 
too much. There are voices within the Church which cry that the Church is 
mediocre, irrelevant, offering what nobody wants. They call it prim, 
prosaic, and dull. From their description you might think that the Church 
is unstuck, falling to pieces. 


"Slick man, supercilious woman, superficial youth may pretend that the 
Churchis irrelevant, but underneath the bluster and pretense, the glitter, 
wistfulness, cavernous hunger, they are secretly groping for an unknown God. 
All this is but a compensation for their own spiritual emptiness." 


Asserting that those leaders who do not know God "often use religion 
as an instrument to gain their own ends", Dr. Fry added: "It is no 
accident that tyrants and dictators begin by trying to cut off the people 
from God. You can't treat people like dirt unless they believe they are 
dirt. So long as they believe themselves sons of God they will be men." 

HPS, Geneva 


Religious Instruction in Indian Schools Asked 


(New Dehli) - A plan which would make religious instruction compulsory in 
all public schools and colleges in Bihar State, -northern india, has been 
proposed by the State's government. 


The recommendation was made by Mungeri Lal, deputy minister of educa- 
tion, who said the instruction is needed because the morals of students 
"need to be improved". 


The proposal has been attacked by several persons on the grounds that 
india'’s constitution bans religious instruction and forbids use of, stare 
funds for the "promotion or maintenance of any religion". The Hindustan 
Times, a leading Indian daily published here, pointed to.the practical 
difficulties inherent in such a programme because of India's many faiths 
and said that teaching should be left to the responsibility of parents, 


UPhe tproposal,'' 1% said, “has the risk of being a greater evil. than 
the diseased morals it seeks to cure." HPS, Geneva 


"Pirm Resistance" Called for in Attempts to Divide Churches 


(Bielefeld, Germany) - Dr. Franklin Clark Fry, president of the Lutheran 
World Federation, has told reporters here that Last German churches should 
meet with "firm resistance" any attempt to cut them off from sister 
churches in the West. 


“<5 


Mes | Digitized by the Internet Archive 
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The Lutheran leader in an interview quoted by Evangelical Press 
Service, an independent German Protestant press agency, declared that 
"the Lutheran YVorld Federation would regard any attempt to separate the 
churches (in the Gast) against their will from sister churches (in the 
West) as unjustificd intorferonee by the State in the internal affairs 
or she -church't, 


"Any such attempt should be condemned and met with firm resistance", 
he declared. 


Dr. Lajos Vets, Lutheran Bishop of Hungary, in another interview 
printed by the press service, described the Berlin blockade as “an import- 
ant step towards strengthening peace in Europe and the world". 


"The (Bast German) government has every right to take such measures 
im view of the hostility of the authorities in West Berlin, and of the 
Bonn Government", he said. EPS, Geneva 


End of Capital Punishment Asked by New Zealand Anglicans 


(Auckland) - Abolition of capital punishment in New Zealand has been 
recommended by a committee of the Church of the Province of New Zealand 
(Anglican). 


BR report rot-ithe church! s-Public and Social Affairs Committees. sardm 
there should be such a term of imprisonment as shall be appropriate to the 
crime and to the need for deterrence. 


Conceding that the Articles of the Church of England grant the state 
the right to punish with death, it said it considers that the reason and 
conscience of the community must decide whether this penalty should be 
applied “at any period or in any case". 


Capital punishment is a live issue in New Zealand because a Crimes 
Bill, which would make important changes in the criminal code, is due to 
be introduced in Parliament soon. EPS, Geneva 


Protestants Attend Roman Catholic Retreat 


(Erlanger, Ky) - Forty-five clergymen of major Protestant denominations in 
the United States, have attended a three-day retreat at the Marydale 
Retreat House of the Covington Roman Catholic Diocese. 


The retreat was conceived by the Rev. Thomas F, Middendorf, Marydale 
director, and executive director of the National Catholic Retreat Movement, 
who said it was planned to "break down prejudices and bring about a better 
(oor on unders panding. 


"In critical times like these, we realize our obligation and responsi- 
bility for a greater show of Christian charity between divergent groups", 
he said. "While no union of doctrine was expected, we gave these men an 
opportunity to know what the Catholic Church teaches, and there was an 
exchange of views." 

Father Middendorf said invitations were sent to 1,000 clergymen and 
that"several hundred" replied. "There was not a single reply that was not 
gracious", he commented. 
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The retreat was closed to the press and all participants were promised 
that no names would be revealed. “This is not a publicity stunt, said 
Father Middendorf. It followed a schedule similar to all Catholic retreats, 
allowing several periods a day for private devotions. The usual rule of 
Silence was relaxed, however, to permit the clergymen to discuss the content 
of conferences among themselves. Retreat director was Bishop John J.Wright, 
episcopal advisor of the National Catholic Retreat Movement, BPS, Geneva 


Consultation Asks Study of “Au Pair" Arrangements 

(Geneva) - A systematic study of the "au pair" arrangement, originally meanvece 
be a family-to-family exchange of daughters, usually from one country to 
another, has been recommended by a joint consultation of the YWCA and the 
"Amies de la Jeune Fille". 


A consultation of representatives of the two bodics meeting here last 
week said the study was needed because "all too frequently the exchange has 
been used as a means of obtaining cheap domestic help". When first started 
the plan was envisaged as a way of giving young women the opportunity to 
dives in another country, learn-another language, and get special training 
which might not be available to them in their own country. 


A consultation statement noted that France and Belgium are the only 
countries in which "au pair" arrangements have a legal status, but that 
'anfortunately even in these countries the regulations are only respeoted in 
a small percentage of cases." 


The consultation recommended that areas covered in the study includes: 
the reasons why girls wish to go abroad, existing opportunities for them, 
and their needs with respect to international education, language training 
and vocational training. It alse urged greater co-opcration between various 
agencies concerned both internationally and nationally. 


Consultation participants came from Great Britain, France, Germany, é; 
the Netherlands, Denmark, Italy, Norway and Switzerland. Representatives 
WerecwalsO present from the International Labour Organization, the Tnver= 
national Social Service and the Association Catholique International des 
Oeuvres de la Protection de la Jeune Fille (International Catholic Organi- 
Zation for the Protection of the Young Woman). EPS, Geneva 


Lutherans Report Increase in Membership 

(Geneva) - Membership in Lutheran churches around the world has increased 
by more than a million ian the last year, reaching a total of 72,586,559 sm 
April, 1961. The figure is given in a new directory. published by the 
Lutheran World Federation which has its headquarters here. 


tie Cain in membership of 1,486,779 contrasts with the figure for 1950, 


oN 


when the total world-wide membership showed a net loss of 33,288. 

The new statistics show 60,088,648<Lutherans in Europe, and 8,441,416 
in North America. More than half. of all Lutherans - 47,860,000 - are in 
Germany. The largest single Lutheran body is the Church of Sweden with 
7,000,000 members. EPS, Geneva 
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Csrdinal Bea Asks Unity of Aims 


(Rome ) ~ Cardinal Bea, president of the Vatican Secretariat for the Unity 
of Christians, has urged that every effort should be made to achieve a 
union of aims among world churches regardless of denominations. 


Writing in Civitica Cattolicia, a Vatican monthly, the prelate saids 
"We are glad to record the respectful attitude of Protestant circles 
toward the Ecumenical Council. This attitude is quite different from the 
angry refusal the Protcstants gave when they were invited to attend the 
RaSbecOunOd 1.7 


The last Vatican Ecumenical Council was held ninety years ago. 


The Vatican Secretariat, which Cardinal Bea heads, is one of the 
special commissions set up by Pope John XXIII to prepare for the Hcumenical 
Council, to be convened sometime in the next three years. EPS, Geneva 


CCIA Leader Pays Tribute to Dag Hammarskjo6ld 


(New York) - Tribute to United Nations secretary general Dag Hammarskjold 

as a Christian layman whose work for international peace with justice and 
freedom was motivated by the highest Christian ideals, has been paid by 

Dr. O. Frederick Nolde, New York, director of the Commission of the Churches 
on International Affairs, a joint agency of the World Council of. Churches 
and the International Missionary Council. 


in a lettor delivered on Tuesday to UN General Assombly President: 
Frederick Boland, of Ireland, at UN Headquarters in New York, Dr. Nolde 
described Mr. Hammarskjold as a man who had recognized "the role of spirit- 
ual forces in the approach to international problems. 


"He will be honoured as a Christian layman who faithfully and tireless- 
ly pursued his high responsibilities as a dedicated international civil 
servant. His contributions and his example will serve as an inspiration 
on the unending and tortuous path to peace with justice and freedom," he wrote 


"While sharing with others the loss experienced and the appreciation 
expressed, Christians must give thanks for the heritage which influenced 
Mr. Hammarskjdold's life of service." 


A major influence,he noted, had been that of the late Archbishop Nathan 
soderblom, Primate of the Church of Sweden, in whose family “as a child 
(Mr . Hammarskj61d) enjoyed virtual membership. 


"He thus benefited from steady contact with a man who gave dynamic 
leadership to the Life and Work Movement, a movement which became one of 
the major streams leading to the World Council of Churches." 


Dr. W. A. Visser 't Hooft, general secretary of the World Council of 
Churches expressed "the deep sense of loss of a beloved and trusted leader" 
in a cable sent earlier to Andrew Cordier, UN Under-Secretary for General 
Assembly Affairs. The cable asked that he may "receive strength to continue 
the fight for peace". 


(See document appended for complete text of Dr. Nolde's letter to 
President Boland) EPS, Geneva 
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Pan-Orthodox Mecting Opens sunday 


(Athens) - Delegates to the Pan-Orthodox conference met in Athens yesterday 
to Sail together for the Island of Rhodes where the meeting, the firsy of 
ive, Kind 1n over thirty years, will open on Sunday, September.24. En route 
they are stopping at the Islands of Tinos and Patmos. The latter, accord- 


ing to tradition, is the place where St. John the Divine saw the Apocalypse. 


Wc 


The meeting will begin on Sunday morning with a Celebration of the 
Holy Liturgy. The first plenary session of the 130 delegates expected to 
attend will be held on Sunday afternoon. Greek Orthodox Metropolitan 
Chrysostom of Philippi and Kavala, as representative of Rcumenical 
Patriarch Athenagoras of Istanbul, will preside. 


Delegates in addition to those from the Ecumenical Patriarchate will 
be present from the following Patriarchates: Alexandria, Jerusalem, 
Antioch, Moscow, Yugoslavia, Rumanic, Bulgaria; the autocephalous churches 
in Greece, Cyprus, and Poland; and autonomous churches in Czechoslovakia, 
Latvia, and Finland. Head of the delegation from the Russian Orthodox 
Church is Archbishop Nikodim, head of the Office of Foreign Relations of 
the Moscow Patriarchate. Official conference languages will be Greek, 
Russian and Arabic. English, French and German also will be used. The 


cu 


meeting is scheduled to end on Sunday, October l. HPS, Geneva 


Uniaucabaon. Of Masisions Proposed 


(Brinkhave, Ohio) - A US church missions leader has proposed unification of 
mission boards of major Protestant denominations in order to "get the 
ecumenical movement off dead centre". 


Dr. Truman B. Douglass, New York, designated head of the Board of 
Homeland Ministries of the United Church of Christ, said he would recommend 
to his mission board that it “immediately enter negotiations for union witve 
the missionary organization of any other Protestant denomination which is 
Wwilling-to undertake such conversations". 


ye believe that the time has come when it is not necessary to wait 
forthe Solution of all problems of doctrine and form, to begin, to act 
together in fulfilling the Church's mission,” he said, "I suggest) thavgone 
way to get the ecumenical movement off dead centre, is to return it to the 
missionary movement which gave it its original impetus." 


Dr. Douglass suggested several areas which might profit by united 
agencies: television and radio broadcasting, establishment of churches in 
new communities, publication and distribution of books and periodicals, 
development of curriculum materials for Sunday schools, higher education, 
health and welfare projects, and the training of ministers. 


"Those are all arcas in which everything the Church attempts to do is 
weakened by its disunity and in which everything is to be gained by doing 
these tasks together”, he said. EPS, Geneva 


Cuba Deports Roman Catholic Clergy 

(Havana) - Bishop Eduardo Boza Masvidal and 135 other Roman Catholic clergy 
have been expelled from Cuba. The expulsion of the group - close to half 
the clergy that remained in Cuba - represonts one of the most vigorous moves 
so far by the Castro Government to a lerge protest demonstration that 
erupted on September 10 around the Church of Charity, Havana, atiter a 
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scheduled procession in honour of the Virgin of Charity had been ‘cancelled, 
Bishop Masvidal had been pastor of the church. More than 4,000 persons 
reportedly took part in the outburst which lasted for more than three hours 
before militia-men dispersed the throng with bullets and rifle butts. 
Witnesses said the crowds shouted demands for liberty and an end to 


Communist influence. EPS, Geneva 


Polish Bishops Defy Government Decree 


(Warsaw) - Roman Catholic bishops in Poland have declared that the church 
Will not shrink from its "holy mission" of teaching the faith to Polish 
children. 


A pastoral letter read in every Catholic church on Sunday said that 
priests would never go on government payrolls for carrying out Jesus! 
commandment to "teach". 


The letter came in answer to a new government ruling made public last 
week, placing severe restrictions upon religious cducation of school child- 
ren, and specifically banning priests, nuns and other members of ne Lee 
orders from teaching catechism. (See EPS No. 34) 


The Letter also orders clergy to refuse to register with local eduwea= 
tion authorities as demanded by the Government order. EPS, Geneva 


Iga iseeateut 


The 18th International Congress of Old Catholics is being held in 
Haarlem, the Netherlands, on September 20-25. Main agenda items deal with 
reform of the liturgy. Representing the World Council of Churches at 
the meeting.is Dr. Paul Mincar, director of the Commission on Faith and 
Order. Old Catholic Churches in Europe have about 150,000 members. 


%* % * 


Pastor Gyula Murakézy, general secretary of the Hungarian Ecumenical 
Gouncil, died in Budapest on August 31, efter a brief illness, it has beeR 
learned at the World Council headquarters in Geneva. He was 69. Paston 
Murak6zy was pastor of the Budapest Calvin Square Reformed Congregation for 
more than thirty years, and chief of the, editorial board of the Hungarian 
Church Press. He had represented the Hungarian Council at several World 
Council meetings. 


* * 


The Executive Committee of the World YWCA is mecting in Geneva 
(September 17-29). The twenty-member group from five continents ig discuss- 
dine plans for a leadership training institute to be held at Crét-Bérard, 
in the summer of 1962, reports on the development of YWCA programmes in 
ifrica, and plans for the next World YWCA Council in 1965. They 
are also. studying 2 number of general questions including: peace and dis- 
armament, international voluntary service, the FAO Freedom from Hunger 
campaign, and the YWCA's responsibility in relation to the problems of 
education for women and girls. 
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A new synagogue, replacing one destroyed by the Nazis in 1948, has 
been dedicated in Bremen, Germany. The building, which includes a cultural 
centre, was erected at a cost of about $330,000, which was made available 
by Bremen City authorities who also donated the site. 


% * * 


Plans for the Methodist Church to build an inter-religious United 
Nations Church centre across from United Nations headquarters in New York 
City have been approved by the denomination's General Board of Christian 
social Concerns. The project, which must still be endorsed by the church's 
Co-ordinating Council, is envisaged as an 11 to 13 storey building where 
Space would be available for the UN liaison or international affairs agency 
of any religious group. Construction of the $1,500,000 building is! tentie. 
tively scheduled to begin in 14.months, 


* * * 


The appointment of Dr. A. Russell Stevenson as executive director jorf 
International Voluntary Services, Inc.,.a non-profit, non-sectarian organi- 
zation which sends young American college graduates abroad to assist undsr- 
developed countries, has been announced in Washington. Mr. Stevenson, 
formerly of the staff of Church World Service, is presently resident 
director of the Protestant Latin American Emergency Committee, in Miami, 
Fla., which is assisting Cuban refugees. He assumes his new post October 24. 


* * * 


Chureh World Service, relief agency of the National Council of Churehes 
(USA) sent 235,664,850 pounds of food, medicine, clothing and other materials 
eousG Netrone in the first six months ‘of 1961. The total marks an inerea.« 
of nearly 28 per cent over the amount shipped in the same period the 
previous year. Value of the shipments was listed as $19,602,288. 


* * * 


The first Baha'i temple has been dedicated at Sydney, Australia, by 
Madam Ruhiyyih Rabbani, Canadian-born widow of the founder of the faith. 
There are:150 Baha'i centres in Australia and about 7,000 throughout the 
world. ‘The temple is the fourth in the world. The others are in Russia; 
Hear Ohreago, an the USA; and in.Uganda, Africa. A fifth 1s *expectvedmes 
be completed at Frankfurt, Germany, in 196%. Baha'i teaches that religious 
truth is relative rather than absolute, and that divine revelation is con- 
tinuous and progressive. World headquarters are in Haifa, israel. 


* Ay * 


The Lutheran World Federation has scheduled a conference of its 
"minority churches" in Europe, May 14-19, 1962, in Czechoslovakia. Sixty 
to seventy delegates are expected to attend. Previous similiar conferences 
were held in Austria in 1956 and in Poland in 1958. 


¥ * -*% 


The Japanese Evangelical Overseas Mission (JEOM), which encourages 
Japanese to be faithful in home and foreign missions, has held its fifth 
annual conference at Nasu Kogen. Thirty-two delegates attended the three- 
day session. Missionaries from other countries as well as Japanese church 
leaders were the speakers. 


y 
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The Religious Society of Friends (Quakers) in Australia has sent a 
letter to Sovict Premier Kruschev, US President John Kennedy, China's Mao 
Tge-Tung, and several other world leaders calling upon them to use "the 
human and material resources which are at present being devoted to the race 
for armed supremacy. . .to solving the pressing problems of hunger and — 
poverty throughout the world, The dark forces of militarism are the real 
enemies of mankind. . .", the letter said. "We are convinced that the 
possession and the use of weapons of destruction are contrary to the will 
Cee OG..,!! 


85 * * 


The Hungarian Baptist Church has issued the ninth edition of its hymn- 
book, "Songs of Faith". The new 736-page hymnal has been nine years in 


preparation and is the work of three special committees. 


cae say * 


The heritage of sacred music by American composers from the 17th century 
to the present was the subject of the first Hymnological Conference held in 
the United States last weck under auspices of the Department of Worship and 


JArts of the National Council of Churches. Three works of "American spirit- 


ual music" were specially commissioned for the meeting. 


* * * 


Polish Beptists have dedicated a spacious new chapel and headquarters 
building in Varsaw, at services attended by over 700 persons including 
several church leaders from other countries. The $120,000 building was 
paid for by gifts from the congregation, supplemented by contributions from 
Baptists in BHurope and the USA. The headquarters building contains offices 
for the. Baptist Union, which has a membership of approximately 2,500, 
seminary quarters and apartments. 


*¥ % * 


The Rt. Rev. Stefano R. Moshi, Bishop of the Lutheran Church of 
Northern Tanganyika, was elected first national President of the Federation 
of Lutheran Churches in Tanganyika, at a recent ceremony at Kodugala, 
Njombem. Federation activities in the country include a theological college, 
a secondary school, medical assistants training centre, radio programming, 
publications, and work with Moslens. EPS, Geneva 
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Document 


Text of the letter on the death of United Nations General 

secretary Dag Hammarskj6ld, delivered on Tuesday (September 19) 

to UN General Assembly President, Frederick H. Boland, Ireland, 

by Dr. 0. Frederick Nolde, director of the Commission of the 
Churches on International Affairs 


Christians in all parts of the world share in the loss which mankind 
has suffered in the tragic death of Secretary General Dag Hammarskjéld. 
They join in expressing high appreciation of his unswerving dedication and 
Signal contribution to the cause of peace and justice. 


While sharing with others the loss experienced and the appreciation 
expressed, Christians must give thanks for the heritage which influenced 
Mr. Hammarskjold's life of service. As a child he enjoyed virtual member- 
ship in the family of Archbishop Nathan Soderblom, Primate of the Church of 
Sweden. He thus benefited from steady contact with a man who gave dynamic 
leadership to the Life and Work Movement, a movement which became one of the 
major streams leading to the World Council of Churches. Mr. Hammarskjold 
in informal conversations frequently expressed gratitude for the 
opportunities of those early years. 


The impact of such formative experiences can be seen in the words 
which he spoke in his initial address to the United Nations General Assembly 
at its Seventh Session when he was inducted into office as Secretary General 
fa Apri, 19545, soon atter Laster. 


"May I remind you of the great memory just celebrated by the Christian 
world. May I do so because of what that memory tells us of the redeeming 
power of true dedication to peace and goodwill toward men. We are of 
different creeds and convictions. Events and ideas which to some of us 
remain the very basis of our faith are elements of the spiritual heritage 
of man-which are foreign to others. But common to us all, and above. ail 
other convictions, stands the truth, once expressed by a Swedish poet when 
he said that the greatest prayer of man does not ask for victory but for 
peace." 


In addressing the Second Assembly of the World Council of Churches at 
Evanston, Lliinois, in 1954, Mr. Hammarskjold stated: ‘In the Sermon Vongiae 
Mount it is said that we should take no thought for the morrow, for the 
morrow shall take thought for the things of itself; sufficient unto the 
day is the evil thereof. Can anything seem farther from the practical 
planning, the long-term considerations typical of political life, and yet 
is this not the very expression of the kind of paticnce we must all learn 
to show in our work for peace and justice? Must we not learn to believe 
that when we give to this work daily what it is in our power to give and 
when daily we meet the demands facing us to the full extent of our ability, 
this will ultimately lead to a world of greater justice and good will, even 
if nothing would seem to give us hope of success, or even of progress in 
the right direction. For the Christian faith, the Cross is that place lat 
the centre of the world's history where all men and all nations, without 
excpetion, stand revealed as enemies of God and yet where all men stand 
revealed as beloved of God, precious in God's sight. Ll quote from the 
weport on the main theme of this Assembly '. . .so understood, the Cross 


although it is the unique fact on PE the Christian churches base hed 
hope, should not separate those of Christian faith from others, but should | 
instead be that element in their lives which cnables them to stretch out 

their hands to peoples of other creeds in the feeling of universal 
brotherhood, which we hope one day to see reflected in a world truly united.! 


In the effort to, fultzl his taskcas Seerctary General under the 
United Nations! Charter, Mr. Hammarskj61d was motivated by the ideals he 
haa ennunciated. He recognized the role of spiritual forces in the 
i “approach to international problems. He will be honoured as a Christian ~ 
a pee who faithfully and tirelessly pursucd his high responsibilitics as 

a dedicated international civil servant. His contribution and Hig sexu 
bar serve as an inspiration on the unending and tortuous path to peace 
with justice and freedom. 


ore ‘As director of the Commission of the Churches on Internationa. Affairs, 
an agency of the World Council of Churches and the International. Missionary — 
ae: Council, I am confident that the sentiments which I have here voiced are 
ais" Escely and aoe held, 


Respectfully yours, 


; (signed) 0. Frederick Nolde 
ji Director 


